HISTORICAL EPOCHS  ACCORDING TO  MARX
of the third century, however, and again in the fourth
and after, the German invasions were constantly more
successful, and finally Goths, Vandals, Franks conquered
the western half of the Empire and divided it up. Clearly
a change had come over the Empire itself, and it was
soon understood that the reasons for this change had
to be looked for in developments within the antique world.
People used to speak of the Roman Empire's decay;
decay, however, is a word that explains nothing; it
states the deterioration but does not accoijnt for it.
Neither does a reference to the so-called " law " according
to which all living things, cities and empires among
them, have their appointed time of growth, reach a
culminating point and then begin to decline, get us any
further ; the spaces of time corresponding to each period
are much too uncertain and variable. Some Empires
and cities lasted several thousand years ; others fell
and disappeared after a few seasons. Some rose and
declined and again became flourishing ; in fact, no such
law as the aforesaid can be discerned. Though the work
of research to which students of all nations have devoted
themselves during the last century, affords an insight into
the story of the internal developments and the social
and moral changes in the Roman Empire such as was
not given to former generations, historians and socio-
logists have not by any means arrived at the same con-
clusion. Many of them have laid the blame on the
emperors under whose despotic rule the virile qualities
and the independent spirit of the Romans were stifled
and became extinct. Though this is perfectly true, it
does not explain why the Romans tolerated this despotic
rule and did not rise against the emperors. As we sow
know, both Augustus and Tiberius made wise but vain
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